
 
 

Our vision is for every ākonga (student) to come as they are 

to Onslow College, to grow as a whole person (academically, 

socially, artistically, culturally, sportswise) and to thrive in 

their future. This fortnightly newsletter celebrates the many 

kinds of successes across our school. It also highlights how 

our values - whānau, whakapapa, whenua, diversity and                       

  community  are present inside and outside our school every day. 
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Special event celebrated students’ academic, 

cultural and community achievements  

Our Pō Whakanui / Celebration of Student Success was held on 3 November after school. Unfortunately, 

under Alert Level 2, the event was restricted to staff, invited students and alumni. It celebrated the aca-

demic, cultural and community achievements of students during the year. There were performances 

from Izzie Kemp (Year 12), Henry Zaslow (Year 12), Freya Kelly (Year 13), the school band The Heebie 

Jeebies, and singers from the school performance of the Wizard of Oz. It was a pleasure to have one of 

our alumni, the wonderful Ana Scotney, as a guest speaker. Ana has been on the TV drama “Shortland 

Street” and recently starred in the movie “Cousins”. A big thank you to our amazing MC, Rebecca Elder 

(Year 13) for her professionalism and sparkling humour. Also, many thanks to all the staff and students 

who were involved in making this event a success. 

 

"The Pō Whakanui brings a bit of sparkle into our lives. It means a lot to our students. They value the 

diversity of achievements we celebrate. Thanks to everyone who nominated students for awards, and 

who came along in person or watched it on the live stream. It is a lot of work for everyone involved but 

well worth it” – Bronwyn Polaschek, Teacher who led this event. 



In June this year our Languages, English Language and International departments held their annual International Food Fair. 

Our students nominated Kiwi Community Assistance as the charity to receive the profits made from the sale of food at the 

fair. Kiwi Community Assistance helps communities throughout Wellington by rescuing surplus food and household goods, 

and redistributing it to frontline agencies working directly with people in need. 

Each year Katherine Mansfield House & Garden runs the Katherine Mansfield short story competition for Year 12 and 13 

students in the Wellington Region. Congratulations to, Freya Kelly-Turnbull (Year 13) on her high distinction award for her 

short story at the annual Katherine Mansfield competition. Her story is called “Good for her”. It examines female rage 

through various pieces of classical art and literature. The story was inspired by women’s rage as a political and cathartic 

force. 

“Freya is a great critical thinker. She writes beautiful poetry and prose exploring enduring and relevant ideas whilst referenc-

ing her wide understanding of literature. We are all very proud of her.” – Stephanie Van Dyk, English teacher 

High distinction awarded to short story writer in Katherine Mansfield 

competition  

Profits from International Food Fair donated to Kiwi Community Assis-

tance 



Students tested if the most expensive bread tasted the best 

Diwali, the festival of lights was 

celebrated at Onslow College in a 

quiet but special way. Members 

of the Onslow Student Cultural 

Committee shared links about the 

significance of Deepavali (Sanskrit 

word for a row of lamps) with all 

our Ako teachers to share with 

their class. Students and teachers 

were encouraged to dress up in 

Indian attire on Thursday 4 No-

vember and get their hands paint-

ed with henna. It was encouraging 

to see a lot of students and teach-

ers participate in the day's special 

activities.  

Recently our Year 9 Financial Literacy 

class ran a bread tasting competition as 

part of the curriculum. They were sur-

prised to find that some of the super-

market brands performed very well! 

Molenberg came out on top 

but Countdown’s Essentials brand was 

also surprisingly good according to our 

Year 9s’ taste buds. The students loved 

the experience, eating and rating of the 

different types of bread. 

 

 

" The Budget bread was fresh and tasty” - Carl Robertson 

"The bread tasting was a great experience and worth doing to tell price from taste, thanks for the opportunity."  - anony-

mous student.  

"Bread is bread. You could pile up the accumulated currency of the entire world, and it still wouldn't be enough to buy a loaf 

of bread in the economy of heaven.” - Culain Kelly 

"The bread was fine, I smelt the aroma like an aged fine wine. I ate a loaf, maybe three. All was as sweet as thee."  Simon 

McCrone.  

“If you need to save some coin, making a swap to a cheaper brand will not necessarily compromise the taste.” – Melanie 

MacIntosh – Financial Literacy teacher 

Diwali Festival of Lights  



The winners were Year 12 Sierra Bridgman (Bowls), Year 12 Pepi Olliver-Bell (Football), Year 12 Theo Ettema (Football), Year 

13 Ryan Calvert (Rowing), Year 13 Ben Stiggers (Ultimate), and Year 12 Arno Lee (Diving)!  

 

We are very proud you all and your amazing achievements.  

College Sport ‘Sportsperson of the Year Awards’ finalist and winners 

announced 

Congratulations to the following students who made it as 
finalists at the Sportsperson of the Year Awards: 
 
Badminton - Aravind Chandran 
Bowls - Sierra Bridgman and Jordan Keene 
Cycling (MTB) - Malachi Smith  
Diving - Arno Lee  
Football - Pepi Olliver-Bell and Theo Ettema 
Handball - Adam Bird 
Hockey - Xander Redgrave and Daniel Stevens  
Orienteering - Jake McLellan 
Rowing - Josh Clark and Ryan Calvert 
Shooting - Michael Ling 
Ultimate - Ben Stiggers 


