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You can also find this newsletter on our website: 
www.onslow.school.nz 

 
If you have any success stories for students of Onslow 

College, please e-mail us at: 
success@onslow.school.nz 

 
 

Nga mihi nui a koutou ara me to whanau hoki, greetings 
to you all. 
 
As the end of the year approaches (or rather rushes 
towards us) many of us are living parallel lives.  On the 
one hand we have focused on maintaining junior 
programmes, preparing for camps and preparing for end 
of year processes while on the other we are immersed 
in planning for 2010 and beyond.  A key part of that 
forward planning is developing the strategic plan and 
the 2010 goals that accompany this.  Based on feedback 
from parents, students and staff the new strategic plan 
retains the existing values of: 

• Working together 
• Realising potential 
• Mutual respect and self management 
• Life long learning 

 
It adds to these values five key themes: 

• Achievement 
• A commitment to Maori 
• Inclusion 
• Student centred 
• Sustainability 

 
It is expected that these values and themes will be 
inherent in all planning for the future.  The full details 
of the strategic plan will be available on our new 
website when it is launched – hopefully before 
Christmas or early in the New Year.  We are planning 
that this web site not only look good, but that it will be 
easier to navigate, provide more frequent, up-to-date 
information and give parents easier interaction with the 
school.  
 
The final assemblies for Years 11, 12 and 13 were great 
showcases for the talents, skills and confidence of our 
students.  I expect that the exams currently underway 
will also reflect the abilities, knowledge and 
understandings they have developed as well as, of 
course, the level of preparation prior to the exams.  
 
For those of you who are ending your direct association 
with us as parents thank you for your support over the 
years.  To those of you who will be starting your 
association with us next year as parents of incoming 
students I look forward to getting to know you and hope 
that your association with the College is a long and 
positive one. 
 
To everyone, I hope that the Christmas/New Year 
holidays are relaxing, restful and safe. 
 
Best wishes 

 
Hamish Davidson  
Hamish.davidson@onslow.school.nz 

New Website on the Way - 
Help us Reduce Costs & Save the Planet 

 
Each year we spend a lot of money producing and posting 
newsletters.  They also use a lot of paper!  We’d like to 
do our bit for the environment as well as redirect the 
much needed education dollar.   
 
This is the last newsletter of this type that we are going 
to post to you.  We encourage you to keep up to date 
with us by visiting our new website on a regular basis.  
We will aim to keep the calendar up to date with changes 
as well as keep you in the loop with any news and 
developments.  
 
We’ve received a lot of positive feedback about the 
e-mail communications we’ve been sending in the last 
few months.  We will continue to communicate with you 
in this way.  Please ensure you keep us updated with your 
current e-mail address.  Phone: 478 8189 or 
email: Diana.Bradley@onslow.school.nz 
 
 

Student News 
 
• Congratulations to Emily Robertson who has been 

granted a Massey University Scholarship of $2000 a 
year for three years to complete a nursing degree at 
the Wellington campus. 

 
• Stanley Roache - Realise The Dream 
 Following on from his outstanding performance at 

the International Young Physicists Tournament in 
July, Onslow College Year 13 student Stanley Roache 
has been selected to attend the Realise The Dream 
competition next month. 

 Realise The Dream is a prestigious six-day event run 
by the Royal Society of New Zealand which 
celebrates, rewards, challenges and showcases the 
work of extraordinary school students who have 
carried out an excellent piece of research or 
technological practice.  Approximately thirty 
students from across the country are selected to 
attend. 

 Stanley has investigated how images are formed 
inside shiny cylinders and what these images will 
appear like to observers with various arrangements 
of tube, object being viewed, and observer.  
Possible applications of this research include fibre 
optic data transmission and medical imaging. 

 
• Congratulations to Sonja Hempel - co-winner of the 

2009 New Zealand Transport Agency Year 13 
Geography Competition.  She investigated a proposal 
to redesignate an area of land on Homebush Road 
from an open space with regenerating bush to 
housing.  Peter Holland of the University of Auckland 
Geography Department commented on her excellent 
research strategy and mature analysis. 



  

 

Year 13 Slave Day 
 
On 6 November 40 Year 13 students volunteered to become 
slaves for a day.  Purchased by their peers and some very 
keen teachers the slaves were tasked various duties from 
going to the diary for junior students to washing cars and 
polishing boots for teachers.  $1700 was raised and 
donated to the Samoan Tsunami Relief Fund.   
 
A massive thank you to all Year 13’s who gave up their 
time and to all those who purchased them.   
 
Special mention to Jasmine Zoest in Year 13 who 
coordinated the event and Kent Hogan who acted as 
auctioneer for the day.   
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 

Leavers’ Assemblies 
 
The formal leaver’s functions for Years 11, 12 and 13 were 
held in week 5.  The performances by a variety of students 
were outstanding and really showed the diversity of talent 
we have here at Onslow College.  Thank you to all the 
singers, dancers, comedians, musicians, jugglers, 
technicians and MC’s who made these events so successful.   
 
 

TVNZ6 NetGuide Schools Multimedia  
Challenge 2009 Competition 

 
This year Onslow College entered the TVNZ6 NetGuide 
Schools Multimedia Challenge 2009 Competition.  This 
nation-wide competition gave students the opportunity to 
showcase their multi-media computing skills and abilities. 
 
Tamati Milner, Max Seeman and Timon Siew gained 3rd 
place in the Team Video Game Programming Challenge 
with their T Panda game.  James Holth’s Kiwi Adventure 
game won him 3rd place in the Individual Video Game 
Programming Challenge. 
 
Their success reflects not on their personal skills but also 
the support and guidance they have received from the 
Computing Department. 
 
 

Adventure Racing  
 
Senior Adventure Race Team - led by Jimmy Finlayson, 
the team has been practicing hard for the selection 
competition to be held at OPC on 13-14 February 2010.  
The eight students, Jimmy Finlayson, Chris Strain, Emily 
Dinsdale, Nick Butler, Lizzy Bunckenberg, Kathryn 
Bunckenberg, Nick Hann and Fiona Corrigan, have been 
practicing their Rogaines, mountain biking, kayaking, 
climbing and team work.  The Nationals are held at OPC 
over a full week in May.  Last year’s teams were competing 
in the snow!  
 
Junior Adventure Race Team - led by Nick Hann, they 
raced against 16 other schools teams from around the 
Wellington region in August.  The margin between the 
winning team, Kapiti, and Onslow was only 11 points (out 
of a possible 400).  Onslow was so close to being selected 
for the nationals at Great Barrier Island.    We are 
definitely looking for a win next year!! 

 

 
 

Junior Race Team 
Wellington Regional Championship Day at Mt Victoria 

Back row:   Finlay Morrison, Cameron Grant, Kaylie Potaka, 
Nick Hann, Rachel Baker, Ollie Hughes 

Front row: Shamus Morrison, Stuart Engleback 

William Francis 
sewing patches 
on a blanket for 

Mrs Parsons 

Proof boys can do 
housework! 

Richard Selby and 
Hayden Sander 

take care of 
dusting off the 

old Onslow 
Principals. 

Robert Clarke 
and Matt 

McKenzie gave 
the staff cars a 

good clean. 



  

 

Sports News 

Congratulations to: 

• Shamus Morrison - two 3rd placings and a 4th placing 
in his age group in the North Island Orienteering 
Championships held in Auckland.  

• Ryan Dannhauser - selected and played cricket for the 
Governor General’s XI, made up of outstanding players 
from Wellington secondary schools.  

• Steph Sander and Jess Simpson – winners of the CSW 
Junior Girls’ Pairs Lawn Bowls Championships. 

• Adele Hawk - selected for the Wellington Secondary 
School Girls’ Rugby team. 

 
 
 

College Sport Wellington Sports Person of the Year 
Awards (SPOTYS) 

Congratulations to the students and staff member, who 
were nominated for the SPOTYS.  You all thoroughly 
deserved your nominations and we wish you all a continued 
success in your future endeavours. 
 
Nominations: Stephanie Commins – Squash 
 Nick Davies – Basketball  
 Nick Hann – Orienteering 
 Ariana Harper – Athletics, Cross Country 
 Samantha Hunt – Officiating (Hockey) 
 Mr Paul Leitch – Volunteer 
 Victoria Lum – Aerobics 
 Gemma Potaka – Canoe Polo 
 William Rivett – Judo 
 Chris Strain – Hockey, Mountain Biking 
 Joss Traub – Judo 
 Jonathan Wright – Rowing 
 
Finalists: Nick Davies 
 Nick Hann 
 Ariana Harper - Cross Country  
 Samantha Hunt 
 Mr Paul Leitch 
 Joss Traub 
 
Winner:   Samantha Hunt 
 
Congratulations Samantha for being recognised as 
Wellingtons top secondary schools referee/umpire.  We 
wish you all the best with your future hockey umpiring 
aspirations. 
 
 
 

Onslow College Sports Awards 

Congratulations to all our prize winners from all the 
individual teams and to our successful representatives in 
local, regional and national teams.  Unfortunately we 
could not list you all, but here are our major Sports Award 
winners for 2009.  Congratulations to all the Nominees and 
Winners. 
 
Fili Liua’ana Cup - Coach of the Year 

Finalists: Guy Smith – 1st XI Boys Football 
  Fili Liua’ana – 1st XV Rugby 
  Tim McKenzie – 1st XV Rugby 
  Eaon Fitzwater – Canoe Polo 
  Kathie Stobbs – Canoe Polo 
  Michele Munro – Snr Boys Rowing 
Winner:  Guy Smith 

NZCT Cup - Team of the Year 
Finalists: 1st XI Boys Football 
  U17 Boys Rowing Eight 
  U18 Open A Canoe Polo 
  1st XV Rugby 
Winner:  1st XI Boys Football 

 
 
 
NZCT Cup - Sportswoman of the Year 

Finalists: Ariana Harper – Athletics, Cross Country 
  Gemma Potaka – Canoe Polo 
  Victoria Lum – Aerobics 
  Samantha Hunt – Hockey/Official 
Winner:  Gemma Potaka 

 

 
 
 
 
NZCT Cup - Sportsman of the Year 

Finalists: Chris Strain – Mountain Biking, Hockey 
  Joe Wright – Rowing, Basketball, Rugby 
  Nick Davies – Basketball 
  Will Rivett – Judo 
  Nick Hann – Orienteering 
Winner:  Joe Wright 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Onslow College Netball 2010 
 
Netball trials will be held on the following dates at Onslow 
College Gymnasium:  Sunday 28 February, 7, 14 & 21 March.  
The times of the trials are: 
 9am-12pm for Year 9/10 players 
 6pm-9pm for Year 11-13 players 
Please contact Jean Ann Colquhoun (Netball Convenor)  
for more information or if you are interested in coaching in 
2010.  E-mail  JeanAnn.Colquhoun@onslow.school.nz 
 
 
 



  

 

Onslow College Winter Sports 2009 Roundup 

The 2009 Winter Sports Season has probably been our 
busiest season and one of our more successful ones. 
 
 
Badminton again had a high number of participants with 
13 teams taking the courts (approx 70 players) in a 
competition with around 400 teams entered.  We must 
remember though that there is still a commitment to play 
when the games are played away from Onslow.   
 
The Senior Boys 1 team - first in the Northern Zone Div1 
and 3rd in the Regional Finals 
Junior Girls 2 team - 3rd in Div2  
Other teams struggled to get a top three finish, and for 
many of these players it was not the results that mattered 
but the enjoyment of being able to play with friends in a 
social atmosphere.   
 
 
Basketball was exciting this year with both senior and 
junior teams making strong challenges.   
Senior A boys - 5th in Premier Grade some late losses 
preventing a higher finish 
The Senior B team - 3rd in Div3  
Senior Girls’ team - mid table 
Junior A Boys – 1st in Div2 winners (round one), promoted 
to Div1 for the championship round. 
Junior B Boys team - 3rd in Div3 (round one), Div3 winners 
Junior C Boys team - 2nd in Div5 
Junior Girls -  Div3 winners, winning five of their six games 
in the second round. 
Cross Country and Road Running   
Karori Relays - Girls’ U16 team 2nd, with Ariana Harper 
running the 3rd fastest time.   
CSW Champs at Trentham - Ariana won the individual Girls 
U16 3km event and was part of the three person team to 
finish 3rd.  Lizzy Bunckenburg was 3rd in the Girls U19 4km 
individual race. 
CSW Road Running Champs – Ariana 2nd in the Intermediate 
Girls grade 
Athletics NZ National Road Race Champs – Ariana G14 
champion. 
 
 
Football 
A really good season for Onslow College's Football teams in 
2009.  With the number of teams doubling from last season 
from five to ten teams, a huge amount of work has gone in 
from coaches, managers, coordinators and players to 
ensure the season was a success.  Thanks to all of those 
who have helped out during the season. 
Results: 
1st XI Boys - Premier Youth finalists 
2nd XI Boys - 3rd Division 3 
Onslow 3 - 5th= Division 7 
Onslow 4 - Division 8 finalists 
Onslow 5 - Champions Division 10 
Onslow 6 - 5th= Division 10 
15th Grade A - 3rd Junior Premier 
15th Grade Combined - 3rd Junior Division 2 
1st XI Girls - Premier 2 finalists 
Senior XI Girls - Champions Northern Division 3 
Junior XI Girls - 6th Regional Junior 1 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Hockey had four teams this year with both 1st XI teams 
playing good hockey and showing potential to improve next 
year. 
Boys’ 1st XI - 2nd in P3 grade  
Girls’ 1st XI - 5th in a tough P2 grade 
Boys’ 2nd XI - 3rd in the R2 boys’ grade 
Girls’ 2nd XI - 5th in the R2 girls’ grade 
 
 
Netball saw 14 teams playing each Saturday. The Senior A 
team was awarded the Fair Play Award which is awarded to 
one team via nomination in all Premier, Premier Reserve 
and Senior grades.  A fantastic recognition, considering, 
the number of teams that play in these grades.  Well done 
girls! 
 
Senior A girls – won first round of the Premier Reserve 2 
grade.   
Senior B (Onslow 2) - runners up in round one in the 
Collegiate 1C grade and then winning the grade in round 
two. 
Junior A (Onslow 3) - runners up in the first round in 
Collegiate 2A grade   
Onslow 4 (Senior C) - runners up in Collegiate 2A grade 
Onslow 8 (Y13 Social team) - runners up in Collegiate 3A  
Onslow 12 (Junior 9A) - runners up in the second round of 
the 5C grade, runners up in the Challenge round in 5C 
 
 
Orienteering had a small team this year but there were 
some great performances.  The season proved to be a good 
one for Nick Hann who was selected for the NZ team to 
compete in Australia.  Nick was backed up by his fellow 
team mates being selected for the Wellington team, to 
compete at the Lower North Island Inter-Region Challenge. 
They were Shamus Morrison, Simon Teesdale-Spittle and 
Cameron Grant. 
• CSW Series - Nick (U16)2nd  in the U18 division, Simon 

(U14) 3rd, Shamus 1st in the Junior Boys’ grade (won 
every race), and Grant 2nd  

• Wellington Schools Champs at Tinakori Hill - Nick 1st, 
Jimmy Finalyson 3rd in the Senior Boys grade, Emily 
Dinsdale 2nd in the Senior Girls, Shamus 3rd in the 
Intermediate Boys and Oliver Hughes 4th and Cameron  
5th in Junior Boys. 

• City Safari Rogaine Challenge -Jimmy Finlayson, runner 
Chris Strain and Emily Dinsdale won the schools 
division of the six hour City Safari.  

• In the 3 hour Rogaine Onslow College students from 
Years 9 and 10 were in the 2nd placed team in the 
schools division.  The team was headed up by top 
orienteer Nick Hann (Year 10) and he was joined by 
Stuart Engleback, Simon Teesdale, and Shamus 
Morrison (Year 9), as well as Oliver Paterson (Year 11 
at Wellington College). 

• SPARC Get2Go Challenge for Year 9 and 10 students, 
which involves rock climbing, kayaking, orienteering 
and mountain biking - Onslow finished 2nd, only 11 
points behind 1st place.   

Rugby had three teams taking the field this season.  It was 
great to see a 1st XV team back in the Open Grades after an 
absence last season and teams also played in the U65 and 
U55 grades. 
 
1st XV played in Premier 5, winning an exciting final 13-12 
against St Bernard’s, taking the lead with a penalty in the 
last minutes.  Onslow were dominant in the grade with 
only one loss and a 323 to 56 points ratio.   
The U65 team - 3rd in Div 2 (seven wins, two losses)  
U55 team - 5th place in Div 1.  
 
 



  

 

Gateway Programme  
 
The Gateway Programme is a programme for senior 
students funded through TEC (Tertiary Education 
Commission) integrating school-based learning with 
structured workplace learning.  Students have an 
opportunity to maximise their educational achievement 
and trial a career option one day a week while still at 
school  
 
The 25 students on the Gateway Programme in 2009 had a 
successful year of gaining industry related unit standards 
and work experience in their chosen career areas – in 
workplaces ranging from beauty therapy to banking, hotel 
work to hairdressing - plus a huge amount of self 
confidence and work ready skills.  Some of the comments 
from this year’s student group: 

“Gateway has helped my career decision-making – I 
definitely want to go on to University to study Early 
Childhood Education and Music” 

“My placement helped give me a future insight into what I 
might want to do when I leave school” 

“I learned how to be a CSO Bank Teller and gained front 
line customer service and office skills” 

“Gateway gave me confidence in dealing with different 
people and got me out of my comfort zone” 

“At the start of the year, my CV just had babysitting 
under work experience, now I have half a page of real 
work experience in the field of Makeup Artistry” 
 
In 2010 we have funding for up to 30 student places on the 
Gateway Programme.  Interviews were held in November 
and 26 suitable students have been selected as participants.  
If your Year 12 or 13 student is interested in applying for 
the programme and has a particular career focus, then it 
may not be too late to secure a place.  Interested students 
should contact their year level Dean or Carolyn Lewin, 
Gateway Coordinator, Room 4 in the Careers Department – 
e-mail:  Carolyn.Lewin@onslow.school.nz 
phone:  478 8189 ext 843. 
 
 
 

NCEA Examinations & Final Results 

Examinations are over and, once again, the NZQA-hired 
supervisors have told us how impressed they are with the 
focus and behaviour of the senior students.  The juniors 
have also been very considerate in keeping their noise 
levels low.  Teachers are in the process of estimating 
grades for those who were ill at the time.   
 
Students can expect their external examination results in 
mid January, usually just before Wellington Anniversary 
Day.  When the students’ scripts are returned there are 
full instructions about how to appeal grades or point out 
transcribing errors.  
 
Before classes finished, senior students had the 
opportunity to check their internal assessment grades held 
on our database.  Should any errors be discovered on the 
January results notice the process is to see the classroom 
teacher or subject leader as soon as possible.  If 
appropriate, we can organise corrections in February prior 
to the printing of the certificates.  
 
Contact Kate Williams if you would like more assistance: 
Phone: 478 8189 or e-mail: kate.williams@onslow.school.nz 
 

Staff News 
 
We farewell the following staff members who will be 
leaving us at the end of the year: 

• Josh Hema  (Kaitiaki / PE) 
• Thomas Clitheroe  (Biology) 
• Dave Lewandoski  (Science) 
• Marjory Brown  (NFT) 
• Robert Campbell  (Physics) 
• Maura Rigby  (English) 
• Sally Miles (Maths) 
• Paul Wright (Music) 
• Tonia Geddes (Art) 
• Gabrielle Corbett (English) 

 
Thank you for your contributions to Onslow College.  We 
wish you all the best in your future endeavours. 
 
Joanne Te Morenga will be taking maternity leave in 2010. 
 
Congratulations to Sue Hannaway who has been awarded a 
Royal Society Fellowship for 2010. 
 
 
 

Former Student Successes 
 
Alex McCoy-West (1998-2002) has completed his MSc 
(1st class honours) and will begin studying for his PhD at the 
University of Canberra in 2010. 
 
Oscar Stace (1999 - 2003) has been selected for the 
Wellington team (swimming) to compete in the Special 
Olympic National Summer Games in Palmerston North in 
December.  
 
 
 

Outstanding Library & Textbooks 
  
It's never too late to return outstanding books.  Your 
student can check what library and textbooks they have 
issued in their name by going to www.onslownet.school.nz, 
clicking Library-My Library-Borrowing Details, then 
entering their student number (found under the barcode on 
their ID card).  We would far rather books are returned 
than charge a replacement cost.  Thank you. 
 
 

End of Year Information 

Year 9 and 10 students will end the school year at 
11:50am on Friday 11 December.  Buses will collect 
students at 11:50am.   
 
 
Course Confirmation for 2010 Year 11 Students: 
Parents of 2009 Year 10 students will be sent an e-mail and 
letter outlining course confirmation for 2010.  The only 
2010 Year 11 students who will be required to come to 
course confirmation on 27 January are those who the 
school contacts.  Year 10 students must ensure all their 
books, uniforms etc are returned and that all invoices have 
been paid.  This will ensure confirmation of their 2010 
course. 
 
 
The cafeteria will be closed for the year at 2:00pm on 
Thursday 10 December. 
 
 



  

 

The school office will be closed from midday on Friday 11 
December although a skeleton staff will be in attendance 
during the week of 14-18 December.  After that please 
leave any urgent messages on voicemail, or e-mail 
info@onslow.school.nz.  The office will re-open on Monday 
25 January 2010. 
 
 
Student Lockers 
All lockers are emptied at the end of the year and 
reallocated at the beginning of the following year.  All 
padlocks and contents of lockers must be removed before 
the end of school.  Any padlocks that remain will be cut off 
before Christmas so that they can be claimed at the start 
of 2010.  Students who want a locker in 2010 should bring 
a padlock to school on their first day – no lockers will be 
allocated before 3 February (Year 9 students have first 
choice). 
 
 
Student Data on the School Network 
We run short of disc space on the school network towards 
the end of each year so, over the holidays, we remove all 
data from individual student folders.  Students will need to 
download any data that needs to be kept to a CD or USB 
storage device before leaving for the holidays.  Once the 
data is removed from the network, it can not be restored.  
Please remind your child that this will happen. 
 
 

2010 Term Dates 
 
Term 1 Tuesday 2 February to Thursday 1 April 
Term 2 Monday 19 April to Friday 2 July 
Term 3 Monday 19 July to Friday 24 September 
Term 4 Monday 11 October to Friday 10 December 
 
 

Programme for Beginning of 2010 
 
Senior Course Confirmation:   
27 January  All Year 12 students   
28 January All Year 13 students  
 Any Year 11 students who have course 

changes or clashes (you will be contacted if 
you need to attend) 

 
Monday 1st February - Teacher Only Day 
 
Tuesday 2nd February  
Year 13  9am -10:30am  ID photos, timetable and 

information (Rec and Hall) 
Year 12 11am- 12:15pm  ID photos, timetable and 

information (Rec and Hall) 
Year 11 1pm - 2:30pm  ID photos, timetables and 

information (Rec and Hall) 
 
Wednesday 3rd February   
Year 9 and New Student Powhiri  9am -10am 
Year 9 Orientation Programme  all day  
New Students Orientation Programme    10am-12pm 
 
Thursday 4th February 
Year 9 & 10  9am-10am   ID Photos (TBC), timetables, 

info 
 10am-3:10pm  Orientation Programme  
 
Friday 5th February 
8:45am-9am  Form Time 
9am - 3:10pm Timetable runs spells 1 - 5 
(Full school Assembly in Quad 11:55am TBC) 

PTA 
 
Thank you to everyone who has helped out as part of the 
wider PTA this year.  Our role as a support group to the 
school, helping out in many different ways is a role we 
would like to continue. Please consider offering your help 
in some way, whether as a committee member or as a 
regular or willing helper. 
 
The PTA also organises a roster of parents to provide cover 
for the librarians at morning break time.  We need people 
who are free during the school day, from 11-11:30am. 
Please contact Minka Bupha-Intr – Phone: 478 9354 
 
 
 

Board of Trustees 
 
Kia ora katou 
 
2009 was a very busy year for Onslow College.  We have 
been extremely fortunate to have Acting Principal Hamish 
Davidson on board to guide the school while Dr Stuart 
Martin is taking a year’s leave of absence.  Hamish has 
provided a seamless transition since he joined us in May. 
Recently he oversaw an extremely successful consultation 
evening on the Strategic Plan when over 40 parents came 
to share their “what’s hot” and “what’s not” about Onslow 
and their suggestions for the future.  The Strategic Plan is 
nearing completion and if you haven’t seen a draft please 
email Hamish.Davidson@onslow.school.nz for a copy.  We 
are keen to hear from as many people as possible on this. 
 
We join Hamish Davidson in farewelling the staff who are 
leaving us at the end of the year.  Thank you for your 
contribution to the college and we wish you well in the 
future. 
 
A fortnight ago we farewelled our Year 13 students.  The 
ceremony was a celebration of the tremendous strides they 
had all taken learning, growing and achieving since coming 
to Onslow in 2005.  We are very proud of our leavers and 
hope they will continue to keep in touch with the school in 
the years ahead.  To those parents whose children are 
leaving Onslow, thank you for your support.  
 
Term 1 2010 will be extremely busy. In addition to 
introducing a new group of Year 9s to the school, we will 
reopen the refurbished O block, begin the implementation 
of the new Strategic Plan and hold Board of Trustees 
elections in May.  If you have ever thought of becoming a 
trustee, please feel free to contact any one of the Board.  
The work involves about 8-10 hours per month.  We run a 
staggered election cycle at Onslow to ensure some 
continuity on the board and support for new members.  
Three of our five current parent trustees will end their 
terms next year.  Nominations close on 23 April and the 
election is on 7 May.  
 
In the meantime, we wish you and your families a happy 
and peaceful holiday period and look forward to working 
together to realise the potential of our students in 2010. 
 
Debbie Iversen 
Chairperson, Board of Trustees 


